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In these three cases again the State is directly or indirectly to
cover all or part of the expenditure incurred.
(i) Public Works. A very wide programme of great national
works has been drawn up. Its principal heads comprise:
The repairing of the railways and the manufacture of rolling stock.
The repairing of highways and waterways.
The extension of the automatic telephone in the country districts.
The rebuilding of public edifices that have been destroyed.
Electrification.
The construction of barrages.
The development of the forests.
The scheme of the great works includes 14 milliards for railways,
8 milliards for roads, canals, and ports, 2 milliards for sports
equipment (Law of November 20, 1940); the cost obviously to be
spread over several years.
We should note among the works that most of all inflamed
the Vichy imaginations the construction of the famous 'Trans-
Saharan* railway from the Mediterranean to the Niger (Laws of
March 22 and July 18, 1941; Decree of April 9, 1941).
A law of April 6, 1941, dealing with a plan of national equip-
ment, the first instalment of which will be completed in ten years,
was published on May 4, 1941. It entrusts to a delegate-general
the task of drawing up this plan before January i, 1942. The
delegate has complete control over regional and communal develop-
ment plans and presides over the "Development Committee for
the Paris region" (Decree published May 28, 1941). He is assisted
by a Committee of Investigation into matters relating to Housing
and Building (Decree published May 29, 1941).
On all-fours with the works directly undertaken by the State,
numerous facilities and substantial subsidies are granted for de-
partmental and communal works. Thus a law published June 8,
1941, authorized the departement of the Seine and the city of Paris .
to carry out 6-555 millions of works, besides 2*250 millions of
works to be executed by their concessionaires.
A law of October u, 1940, instituted a system of loans for
moderate periods at reduced rates of interest (maximum 3 per cent.,
with sinking fund suspended for the first three years) for the
benefit of organizations such as agricultural co-operative societies,
port authorities, or chambers of commerce, for their work. The
credit provided for is 2 milliards (the first authorized amount was
800 millions, by the law of December 28, 1940).
A simplified process of expropriation has been provided for
works intended to combat unemployment (Law published October
25, 1940). Announcing this reform, the Secretary of State for